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Eaton’s Aeroquip Performance StartLite Hose and Fittings Are Equipped on
Unmanned Aircraft, Emphasizing Their Suitability for Severe-Duty Applications

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. October 29, 2012… Diversified industrial manufacturer Eaton
Corporation today announced that its Aeroquip® Performance StartLite® hose and fittings,
which have a long history on winning circle track and drag racing vehicles, are now used on
Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA) made by General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. (GAASI) of Poway, California. The reliable performance of Eaton’s StartLite hose on RPA, which
are used for intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance, targeting, weapons delivery and
more, emphasizes the product’s suitability for severe-duty applications.
Eaton’s Aeroquip Performance StartLite hose assists with fuel, oil and de-icing delivery on
the RPA.
GA-ASI chose Eaton’s Aeroquip Performance hose based on StartLite characteristics that
make it highly sought after by racing teams. The hose offers a lightweight design that makes
it 45 percent lighter than stainless steel braided hose; and its flame retardant Nomex* and
Kevlar* cover offers superior strength and excellent abrasion resistance, resulting in a 4:1
safety factor. In addition, it offers a +300°F maximum temperature rating and a 500-psi
maximum operating pressure.
Also instrumental in GA-ASI’s selection of Eaton’s StartLite products was the fact that Eaton
is able to back the engineering, testing and qualification of Aeroquip Performance products
100 percent by manufacturing its own hose and fittings – the only performance plumbing
supplier to do so.
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“GA-ASI’s selection of StartLite hose is a milestone achievement,” said Eaton’s Mike
Rasnick, business development manager – Aeroquip Performance. “It enables Eaton to enter
a new performance market that demands components that will function reliably and, in turn,
further assures motorsports professionals – who are constantly pushing the envelope in
vehicle performance – that StartLite hose and fittings offer optimum functionality.”
Eaton’s Hydraulics business is a worldwide leader in the design, manufacture and marketing
of a comprehensive line of reliable, high-efficiency hydraulic systems and components for
use in mobile and stationary applications. Mobile and stationary markets include agriculture,
alternative energy, construction, forestry, manufacturing, material handling, mining, oil and
gas, processing, transportation and utility equipment. Eaton’s Hydraulics Group provides
customer-driven solutions under product names such as Aeroquip®, Boston®, Char-Lynn®,
Eaton®, Hydrokraft®, Hydrowa®, Hydro-Line®, Integrated Hydraulics®, SEL®, Synflex®,
Vickers®, Walterscheid™, and Weatherhead®. For more information, visit
www.eaton.com/hydraulics.

Eaton Corporation is a diversified power management company with more than 100 years of
experience providing energy-efficient solutions that help our customers effectively manage
electrical, hydraulic and mechanical power. With 2011 sales of $16.0 billion, Eaton is a global
technology leader in electrical components, systems and services for power quality,
distribution and control; hydraulics components, systems and services for industrial and
mobile equipment; aerospace fuel, hydraulics and pneumatic systems for commercial and
military use; and truck and automotive drivetrain and powertrain systems for performance,
fuel economy and safety. Eaton has approximately 73,000 employees and sells products to
customers in more than 150 countries. For more information, visit www.eaton.com.
*Nomex and Kevlar are registered trademarks of DuPont and under license by Eaton.
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